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On Thursday, October 17, the fourth grade classes from Osceola
Elementary School (70 students) visited the City Commission
Chambers to meet with City Manager Joyce Shanahan. The fourth
graders study government during the first half of the school year
and wanted to learn more about their own local government. A
very informative animated video was shown which gave the students an overview of local government. After the video, City Manager Shanahan explained her role as City Manager and answered
a lot of great questions. The students were led in a mock City
Commission meeting with their own Mayor, City Commissioners,
and City staff and heard public comments from other students.
The students’ field trip also included a brief visit with police officers
and firefighters including a firetruck, a police car and motorcycle.
The students were wonderful guests, and we were delighted to
help provide a better understanding of the workings of their local
government as well as what it provides for them and all citizens of
Ormond Beach on a daily basis.
Thank you Ms. Parsons, Ms. Balbirer, and Ms. Lopez for bringing
the students. We look forward to seeing you next year!
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Police Unity Tour
Ormond Beach Police Chief Jesse
Godfrey, Sergeant
Mike Pavelka, Sergeant Michelle Willis, and Officer Rafael Medina are
training and raising
awareness for their
cause, the Police
Unity Tour. They
will join hundreds
of other law enforcement officers
from around the
nation in May of
2020 to participate
in the Police Unity
Tour, a 3 day 250
mile bicycle ride
from Portsmouth,
Virginia, to Washington, D.C. The From left: Chief Godfrey, Sergeant Pavelka, Oﬃcer Medina, Sergeant Willis
Police Unity Tour is
a non-profit 501(c)
(3) organization dedicated to raising awareness about police officers killed in the line of duty, and to support the National Law Enforcement Officer’s Memorial and Museum.
The memorial and museum, located in Washington, D.C., was established in 1984 by an act of the United
States Congress and serves to honor the more than 20,000 men and women who have been killed while
performing their duty as police officers within the borders of our nation. At the heart of the memorial is a
blue-gray marble wall with the engraved names of all slain officers displayed. The memorial receives no
government or taxpayer revenue; instead, it relies on the charitable donations of businesses, organizations
and concerned citizens. As members of the Police Unity Tour they are required to raise a minimum of
$2,000 per rider in order to participate. If you wish to donate to assist the officers, you can donate on-line at
the following links through FirstGiving:
Chief Jesse Godfrey – https://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/jesse-godfrey-2/2020-Police-Unity-TourChapter-VIII
Sergeant Mike Pavelka – https://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/william-pavelka/2020-Police-Unity-TourChapter-VIII
Sergeant Michelle Willis – https://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/michelle-willis-1/2020-Police-Unity-TourChapter-VIII
Officer Rafael Medina – https://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/rafael-medina-2/2020-Police-Unity-TourChapter-VIII
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Bats!
Recently, the Environmental Discovery Center (EDC) held two classes on bats. One
was for the Little Learners for children three
to five years of age presented by EDC staff.
The other was for anyone interested and
was presented by Shari Blissett-Clark, President, Florida Bat Conservancy.

Shari Blissett‐Clark presenting to group

On October 9, Shari Blissett-Clark, discussed fascinating bat facts. She noted the
common belief that bats are blind is not true;
in fact, they have excellent eyesight. In addition, they have very good hearing. At night,
bats use echolocation or sound waves to
locate prey such as moths. Recently, biologists discovered that some moths have developed an adaptation to disrupt the bat’s
sound waves to avoid being eaten. Insect
eating bats are adapting as well and many
can now detect the disrupted sound waves
that enable them to still find moths.

Shari provided evidence that counters the myth that bats have a high rate of rabies. In fact, data shows
other mammals including raccoons, dogs and cats, are more likely to be infected with rabies. She discussed the vital environmental and economic benefits provided by bats. After an incredible presentation, participants were able to meet three bats that Shari is rehabilitating.
On October 11, the EDC presented a program about bats for children three to five years of age. The
13 children and 10 parents learned interesting and important facts about bats such as: they are important pollinators and are the only
mammal that can fly; their wings are
Children and parents working on craft
made of two thin layers of skin
stretched over their arms, thumb
and fingers; and, they use echolocation to find prey at night and are able
to determine what the object is, it’s
size, shape and distance from them.
After the presentation, the children
participated in an exercise outdoors
and practiced flying with “bat wings”
to catch insect pictures. Afterwards,
the group returned inside where the
children made a bat and moon craft.
It was a fun event for all!
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Archaeology Works
On Thursday, October 10, Emily Murray, with the Florida Public Archaeology Network, led a
group of nine participants in a program about human bones from the past found in Florida.
Participants learned about the importance of
Participants working on project
bones in learning about past people’s diets, activities and general health. Participants were
able to handle historic bone samples to learn
how to identify different bones of the human
body. They also participated in an activity called
“Cemetery in a Bag.” Each person was given a
bag with objects that represented human bones,
which they put together to decide how many
people they had in their “cemetery.”
Thank you Emily for a great learning program at
The Environmental Discovery Center in Central
Park!

Single Use Plastics
On Saturday, October 12, Suzanne Schreiber, from Dream Green Volusia, presented a program
on the impact that plastics, and specifically single-use plastics, are having on the world’s environment. Plastic products that are used once and then discarded are single-use plastics. The
United States is second only to China in the generation of plastic waste (37.8 million tons per
year). Approximately half of that waste comes from single-use plastic products. Plastic isn’t biodegradable, it doesn’t return to organic material when it breaks down; instead, it becomes smaller particles called micro-plastics. Suzanne explained that Dream Green Volusia is a grassroots
organization working throughout the
Presenters and participants
county to educate citizens on steps they
can take to reduce their use of single-use
plastic products. For example, when eating in a restaurant, request that you not
be given a straw. Use reusable straws
made of metal or silicone. She explained
that several paper or plant based products are now available for all types of
products. Dream Green is working with
restaurants, businesses and local governments to use and promote the use of nonplastic products.
Thank you Suzanne for educating us on
this vital issue!
10/18/2019
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Kopy Kats Presents “Show People”
The Kopy Kats annual musical revue
entitled “Show People” was performed
at the Ormond Beach Performing Arts
Center on October 11, 12 and 13.
The Kopy Kats are an all volunteer
community theater troupe based at the
Performing Arts Center. They have delighted Ormond Beach audiences for
decades with their salute to Broadway
musicals. This year was no exception,
with the fantastic choreography and
lighting from their artistic director Jerome DeVito and the excellent dancing
of the Kopy Kats dancers.
The loud applause from the audience
after every number showed their appreciation to the cast for another spectacular show.

Performers on stage

Parks
Recently, the Parks staff installed a chain
at the Misner’s Branch trail due to vehicle
access issues. Trimming was done at the
trail at Central Park II. Repairs were
made to the railing at the Birthplace of
Speed Park. Trash was pulled from the City worker removing wood from water
lake at Central Park II and by the Joyce
Ebbets Pier. Limbs were trimmed in
Rockefeller Gardens. Dock wood was removed from the water at Fortunato
Park.
As usual, citywide safety inspections were performed of all parks and
equipment and weekly inspections were done of parks facilities for reservations. All park reservations were posted at various facilities and all trash
cans were emptied.
10/18/2019
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Household Hazardous
Waste Collection Event

On Friday, November 8, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., at the Public Works Complex,
501 N. Orchard St., the City of Ormond Beach will be holding a Household Hazardous Waste Collection Event. Residents may drop off old paint, solvents, automobile and household batteries, pool chemicals, pesticides, motor oil, gasoline, other
household chemicals, and up to 10 fluorescent lamps.
Only unmixed household hazardous waste will be accepted.
Insulin needles will be accepted in approved containers; however, the containers
will not be returned.
Businesses are not eligible for free disposal.
Residents also may bring their household hazardous waste for free disposal yearround to the Tomoka Landfill, 1990 Tomoka Farms Road, Port Orange; or the West
Volusia Transfer Station, 3151 E. New York Ave., DeLand. The landfill is open from
7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday through Saturday. The transfer station is open from 7
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday and from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday. Both facilities provide free paint exchange programs and electronic waste recycling.
For more information, call Volusia County’s Solid Waste Division at 386-947-2952.

Weekly Police Stats

Calls for Service - 1,245 Arrests – 12
Citations Issued - 36
Reports Written - 105 Traffic Stops - 129

Weekly Fire Operations Stats

152 INCIDENTS
90 - EMS 8 - Motor Vehicle Accidents
3 - Fires 1 - Fire Alarms
46 - Public Assists 4 - Hazardous
10/18/2019
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ORMOND BEACH POLICE DEPARTMENT
Robert J. Godfrey, Chief of Police

News Release
170 W. Granada Blvd. Ormond Beach, Florida 32174
Office: (386) 677-0731; (386) 676-3551
Fax: (386) 676-3559
Keith.Walker@ormondbeach.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Public Safety Announcement
The Ormond Beach Police Department has been notified on several occasions of a coyote sighting on the beachside of the city. Per the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservative
Commission, coyotes are found throughout Florida and have been documented in all 67
counties. The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservative Commission has a webpage titled
“Living with Coyotes”. It provides citizens with information on how to protect themselves
and their pets from coyotes. The link to the webpage is at the bottom of this press release.
The Ormond Beach Police Department urges its citizens not to approach coyotes and
keep a close eye on your smaller pets.
If you are experiencing coyote problems, please contact the FWC’s Wildlife Alert at 888404-FWCC (3922) or your nearest FWC regional office:
Ocala: 352-732-1225

http://myfwc.com/conservation/you-conserve/wildlife/coyotes/

Released By: Officer Keith A. Walker, Public Information Officer
Date: October 15, 2019
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News/Events

City Seal

Open Gym
Friday, October 25, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., Ormond Beach Gymnastics Center, 432
North Nova Rd. Open gym format. Fee is $10.00. Open to citizens between 8-21 years of
age, beginner or experienced. Waiver is required, parents must sign waiver for participants
under 18. Coaches will be on the floor at all times with only LIGHT spotting. For questions,
call Coach George at 386-676-3282.

The Casements Closed
The Casements will be closed on Friday, October 25, and Saturday, October 26, in preparation for “Mystery at The Casements.” We apologize for any inconvenience.

Veterans Day Celebration
Thursday, November 7, from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Ormond Beach Senior Center,
Building B, 351 Andrews St. The Veterans Day celebration will honor our veterans with lunch
and entertainment. Reservations required, limited seating. Veterans are FREE, tickets for all
others $7.00.
Tickets are on sale Monday through Friday, through November 4, (or until the event is sold
out) from 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. at the Leisure Services Office, 399 North U.S. Highway 1,
(386) 676-3250. For additional information call Sonja Johnson, Community Events Coordinator at (386) 676-3257.

===================================================================

The events below will be held at the Environmental Discovery Center (EDC) at
601 Division Avenue, Ormond Beach. The classes are free, but space is limited. Please call 386-615-7081 for questions and to reserve your spot.

Puppet Show
Wednesday, October 23, from 3:00 to 3:30 p.m. EDC staff and volunteers will present a nature themed puppet show. (RESERVATIONS NOT REQUIRED.)

Birds of Prey
Saturday, October 26, from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., Gina Holt of Wild About Birds is the
speaker.

Kids Halloween Crafts
Saturday, October 26, from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m., EDC staff and volunteers will hold a
Halloween themed crafts program for children.
10/18/2019
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Public Works in ACTION
Traﬃc cone

R-O-W trimming
Fleming Ave. and
Fred Gamble Way

Trimming at
Sports Complex

Asphalt work Deer Moss Trail
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