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Remembering 
Our Fallen Heroes 

Nearly 1,000 guests attended the 
24th Annual Memorial Day Remem-
brance Service held on Monday, 
May 26th, in Rockefeller Gardens in 
loving memory of those who paid 
the ultimate sacrifice to protect the 
freedom we enjoy as a nation. This 
meaningful tribute was put together 
after months of careful preparation 
by the volunteers of the  Memorial 
Day Remembrance Committee and 
Leisure Services Community Events 
staff.  
 
The program included patriotic 
melodies from The Daytona Beach 

Concert Band conducted by Charles Long, followed by The Massing of the     
Colors with several marching units. The Presentation of the Colors was delivered 
by American Legion Post #267, the National Anthem was sung by Rutha Sermon 
who presented a beautiful rendition of this song. As the audience participated in 
the Pledge of Allegiance, one could feel a sense of overwhelming pride in the air. 
 
Spruce Creek Gaggle Flight did a Fly-By and later in the program a Missing Man        
Formation. Opening remarks were delivered by Victoria Leignadier, Commander 
Colonel, U.S. Army (Ret.); followed by the Welcome and Proclamation Presenta-
tion given by Mayor Ed Kelley. Mayor 
Kelley spoke about the true             
significance of Memorial Day saying, 
“As we observe Memorial Day, we  
remember the more than one million 
that died to preserve our freedom and 
made that ultimate sacrifice. These 
men and women put their country   
before their own personal sacrifice. 
These men and women pledge them-
selves to the continuation of life,     
liberty and the pursuit of happiness for 
all Americans and should be           
recognized as defenders of our freedom on all fronts.” Chaplain Rabbi Howard 
Schwartz, Major, U.S. Army (Ret.) rendered the invocation,    
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followed by the band playing the “Battle Hymn of the Republic.” The band also played a salute to the       
veterans and “America the Beautiful.” 
 
The Memorial Remembrance Address was given by guest speaker Major Patricia “Trish” A. Hayden, U.S. 
Air Force Reserve. Her powerful address spoke of the great lengths and unimaginable tragedies our       
servicemen and women go through serving our country, some of whom never make it home.  
 
The service included a recognition to all branches of the military service, the Special Wreath Ceremony, and 
the Lying of the Wreath Ceremony.  “Amazing Grace” was played by Daytona Pipes & Drums.  Reverend 
Willie Branch ended the ceremony with the benediction which was followed by the memorial flower         
procession where the audience participated by laying carnations at the base of a memorial marker and 
flame to remember and thank those who gave their lives in the name of freedom.  
 
Special thanks go to the Memorial Remembrance Committee for their hundreds of volunteer hours helping 
to make this event possible for another year. We will continue to honor our fallen heroes and as Mayor    
Kelley noted, “We pray that one day will come when freedom and liberty will prevail without that ultimate 
sacrifice having to be made.” 

Remembering Our Fallen Heroes (cont’d.) 
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PAL Basketball Team Advances 
to State and National Tournaments! 

The Ormond Beach PAL “Bruins” 7th Grade Boys Basketball team traveled to Ft. Lauderdale this 
past weekend, May 23-26, and participated in the USSSA (United States Specialty Sports Asso-
ciation) Broward Basketball Association State Basketball Qualifier. The Bruins finished 3rd overall! 
The team played against several powerhouse teams: South Florida Elite of Miami, Dream Chas-
ers of Ft. Lauderdale, SAS 7th Grade of South Miami, and the Roaring Tigers of Miami. The Bru-
ins went 1 of 2 in pool play, then won back-to-back games in bracket play to reach the semifinals. 
The team was defeated in the semifinals by the Roaring Tigers.  Kevon McCrary (#45) a student 
at Ormond Beach Middle School and Rodney Rhoden (#23) a student at Calvary Christian Acad-
emy led the team in scoring an average of 17 points per game. The team is coached by Volun-
teers Eugene Postell, Dr. Winston Lightburn, Officer Gregory Stokes and OBPAL Athletics Spe-
cialist Avery Randolph.  
 

The Bruins 7th Grade team has qualified for the USSSA State Championships in Ft. Myer’s to be 
held June 13-15, and the USSSA National Championships in Gainesville June 26-29.  The team 
qualified for the State and National Tournament after finishing first place at the Battle at the 
Beach Tournament several weeks ago. You may visit Flahoops.org for more info regarding up-
coming events. 
 

Congratulations Bruins! We’re rooting for you in the State and Nationals! 

Standing Left to Right: Coach Eugene Postell, Jacquez Edwards, Cory Gordon, Amarri Davis, Kevon McCrary, Kevin 
Beans, Rodney Rhoden, Jackson Oddo, Luciano DaSilva, Quienten Vansteenkiste, Coach Winston Lightburn. 
 

Kneeling Left to Right: Troy Reeves, Avery Jamal Randolph, Jahari Dorival, Tyler Lightburn, Justin Bele, DeAndre 
McMillian. 



P A G E  4   

0 5 / 3 0 / 2 0 1 4  W E E K L Y  R E V I E W  

On Thursday, May 22, twenty-three children in the third, 
fourth and fifth grades at Ormond Beach Elementary who 
had participated in the Ormond Beach Police Athletic League 
(OBPAL) R.E.A.D. program, shared the books they wrote 
and illustrated in an exhibition held in the library at the 
school.   
 

R.E.A.D. (Reading, Exploration, Adventure and Discov-
ery) is a unique educational format that incorporates the arts of readers’ theater and bookmaking 
in a program designed to strengthen reading skills in the areas of fluency, comprehension and         
vocabulary.  
 

In part one of the program, participants worked to 
strengthen their skills in reading fluency and    
comprehension through group storytelling and 
readers’ theater presentations.  Educational       
instructors Robbin Durden and Jeanne Neat     
helped participants refine their skills in fluency, 
comprehension and vocabulary through fable news 
casts and by creating their own short  readers’ 
theater skits.  
 

During the second part of the program, students 
had the opportunity to write a story and create the 
book that was featured in the exhibition. Working 
with artist and Community Program Coordinator 
Lisa Messersmith, Ormond Beach Police Department volunteers, and the program educational 
instructors, the youths explored paragraph development and story progression to write a fictional 
tale.  Once the tale was complete, the young authors created illustrations and assembled their 
unique art book.  

 

The R.E.A.D. program enhances academic achievement 
for the participating youths in two key areas.  The first area 
is the elevation of their reading skills in the areas of        
fluency, comprehension and vocabulary. The second is the 
enhancement of their self-esteem through the arts. In an 
article by the President’s Committee on the Arts and       
Humanities, it was noted that participation in the arts      
significantly improves the development of critical thinking, 
cognitive thinking and problem solving skills. In many 
cases, the enhancement of cognitive skills through the arts 
has a direct correlation to the promotion of skills that      
improve standardized test scores.   

The Annual OBPAL 
R.E.A.D. Exhibition 
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Gymnastics Team Day 
Proclaimed 

At the May 20th City Commission meeting, Mayor Ed Kelley 
proclaimed May 21, 2014, as Ormond Beach Gymnastics 
Team Day in the City of Ormond Beach paying tribute to the 
Ormond Beach Gymnastics Team as outstanding representa-
tives of the City of Ormond Beach.  
 

The team put together a fantastic effort this year working to 
learn their routines, winning medals and ribbons at every 
meet. At the State competition, the team brought home a  

combined number of over 30 medals 
and ribbons, including some first place 
finishes and an AASU State Floor title 
won by the team’s Modified Optional 
gymnast. 
 

The City of Ormond Beach is very 
proud of the Ormond Beach Gymnas-
tics Team and their  accomplishments 
and grateful to Coach George, family 
members and everyone concerned for 
their contributions to the success of the 
Ormond Beach Gymnastics Program.  
 

We wish them continued success in the 
future! 

 

Weekly Police Stats 
 Calls for Service -  2,022      Arrests –  20 

Citations Issued -  196 
   Reports Written -  165        Traffic Stops -  297 

                                          
 

  Weekly Fire Operations Stats 
 162 INCIDENTS 
 89 - EMS     9 - Motor Vehicle Accidents  
 4 -  Fires    7 -  Fire Alarms 

 51 - Public Assists     2 - Hazardous 
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The Casements Guild Wraps Up for Summer 
The Casements Guild members held their end of the 
year meeting on Wednesday morning.  Members   
gathered together to wish each other well during the 
summer and to celebrate their many accomplishments.  
They certainly have been busy! 
 
This year marked the centennial year for The        
Casements building. The major accomplishment this 
past year was the construction of the Centennial      
Gazebo which was dedicated on October 19th.  From 
there the list goes on with: 
 

 The 100 Year Timeline Display 
 The Centennial Ball 
 Rockefeller Golf Challenge 
 The Casements Annual Christmas Gala 
 Starry, Starry Night 
 Wine, Treats & Sweets 
 Birthplace of Speed Celebration 
 Art in the Park 

 
The next event featured for the Centennial Celebration will be “Rock N Roll, Snack N Stroll” that 
will coincide with the final Summer Sounds Concert in Rockefeller Gardens on Friday, July 25th. 
The final event to mark the 100 years will be “The Harvest Moon Ball” which will take place on   
Saturday, October 25th. This dinner and dance will mark the end of nearly two and a half years of 
planning and coordination of the year-long festivities. 
 
During these events, The Casements Guild made several partnerships, created new sponsorships, 
generated donations for the Emery L. Bennett Nursing Home and built stronger ties within the  
community. Even with all the events planned throughout this year, the members have continued to 
share the history with over 9,000 visitors and have generated over 7,500 volunteer hours!  We are 

so appreciative of their time and efforts. 
 
One of the newest enhancements sched-
uled to happen this summer will be an up-
date to the archive room. New cabinets 
and display countertops have been se-
lected to showcase the 100-year timeline 
in a more permanent setting.  
 
We wish all the Guild members a safe and 
healthy summer and look forward to          
celebrating another wonderful year!  
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Movies on The Halifax to Feature 
“Frozen” 

The next scheduled “Movies on The Halifax” will be Friday, June 6th featuring the most popular 
Disney feature “Frozen”.  

 
In anticipation of a hot summer evening, we will put 
on a chill for our guests by offering snow cones as  
refreshments! This hot new animated children’s movie 
hit the theaters during the holidays and has made 
lasting memories for the entire family. 
 
We hope to start off the summer season in a big way, 
and hope you will join in the fun! Bring your blankets 
and beach chairs for a relaxing evening under the 
stars in Rockefeller Gardens at 25 Riverside Drive. 
The movie will begin at 8:30 p.m. 

City Manager Field Day 
Last Thursday, May 22, City Manager Joyce 
Shanahan worked once again in the field.  Her 
“Field Day” involved working with Danny Corbin, 
Maintenance Worker II, in the Public Works       
Department. 
 
After reporting for duty at 7:30 a.m., Danny drove 
the City Manager to the job site on SR40 just west 
of I-95.  The task at hand was to mow a dry       
retention pond using the slope and reach-out 

mowers.  However, before starting the mowing project, Danny provided instruction on how to safely 
use the equipment.  The City Manager then rode with Danny to see firsthand how the mowers 
work.  After the ‘dry run’ she was on her own.  As seen in the pictures below, she did a fine job 
mowing the retention pond. 

City Manager Joyce Shanahan with Danny Corbin, MWII 
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Florida Licensing On Wheels 
The Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles “Florida Licensing On 
Wheels” (FLOW) mobile unit will be at City Hall on Tuesday, June 3rd, from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 
p.m. 
 
FLOW is a standalone mobile office with technology to provide most motorists’ needs. It provides 
drivers license/ID card change of address, renewals, replacements, and renewals and             
replacements of vehicle registration and disabled parking permits, as well as other needs. The only 
thing FLOW does not provide is for the drivers’ license road test.  
 
FLOW brings services to the local communities offering a convenience to citizens while saving 
them time and gas. 
 
Before visiting, please go to www.gathergoget.com to learn about licensing and ID requirements 
and make sure you have everything you need when you visit FLOW so you don’t have to make a 
second trip. You can also contact the Florida Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles office at 850-617-
2000. 

Meeting with the Manager 

Walking with the Manager 

The next Meeting with the Manager will be held on Monday, June 9, 2014, from 3:30 
p.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the Training Room at City Hall, 22 South Beach Street.  Julia 
Truilo, Director, Ormond MainStreet, will be the City Manager’s special guest.  
 
The Training Room is located on the 1st floor. Entry to the Training Room is in the 
breezeway between City Hall and the Library.  
 
Everyone is invited to attend these informal sessions to express their 
ideas, comments, and suggestions.  

On Friday, June 13, at 8:00 a.m., “Walking with the Manager" will begin at the    
entrance to The Casements.  The walk will be approximately 2 miles.  

 
Citizens are invited to join the City Manager for a walk, ask questions, 
share comments and offer suggestions. 
 
Please put on your walking shoes and join us.  
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Public Works in ACTION  

Street Maintenance crew trimming ROW on 
Neptune Ave. 

Asphalt crew making repairs on Southern 
Trace Blvd. 
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Urban Forestry trimming at the PAC 

and removing “dead wood” at The Casements 

 

Public Works in ACTION  
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