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Pinewood 
Derby 

The annual Pinewood Derby was 
held at Nova Community Center on 
Saturday, January 29th.  
 

The Pinewood Derby is a nationwide 
Cub Scout event which provides a 
great opportunity for boys (with help 
from their parents) to create a cus-
tom designed car from a block of 
wood, and race it against scouts in 
their pack and other packs as well. 
The event is a great way to promote 
competition and sportsmanship be-
tween the boys. 
 

There are well defined rules and 
specifications for the cars.  The track 
is approximately 60 feet long and 
has an electronic finish line that 
measures the car’s speed within 
1/100 of a second. It takes at least 
half a day to set up the track. The 
Pinewood Derby has been held at 
the Nova Community Center for at 
least 10 years! 

Inside this Issue  
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As part of the Economic Development Department’s ongoing business retention/expansion/recruitment program, 
Economic Development Director Joe Mannarino meets with businesses in the community to discuss their cur-
rent level of employment and operations and ways the City can assist in their success in job creation and capital 
investment. 
 

Emergency Communications Network (ECN), with offices located at 7 and 9 Sunshine Boulevard in the Ormond 
Beach Airport Business Park, is in the process of a major expansion project.  ECN has pioneered affordable no-
tification services capable of reaching millions of citizens in minutes. ECN’s sophisticated network supports a 
web-based product suite featuring CodeRED® which enables local government officials to communicate time-
sensitive, personalized messages via voice, email, text messaging and social media; CodeRED Weather Warn-
ing® which provides automated alerts to citizens in the path of severe weather just moments after a warning has 
been issued by the National Weather Service; CheckUp Call® for scheduling calls to check on at-risk individu-
als, including the elderly, infirm and latchkey kids; and CodeED® for use by school systems to improve commu-
nications with their communities. The company has been providing its notification solution for over 12 years and 
currently serves over a thousand communities nationwide.  
 

In mid August of 2010, ECN senior management and City Economic Development staff met to discuss the com-
pany’s expansion plans.  The plan centered around the purchase of a recently vacated building at 1 Sunshine 
Boulevard and overcoming challenges of connecting the buildings via fiber optic conduit. Without a solution, the 
company was evaluating moving to another location to consolidate operation, possibly outside of Ormond 
Beach.  The ECN suite of companies employ approximately 65 employees from Ormond Beach and surrounding 
communities. The average wages are significantly higher than the Volusia County average annual salary of 
$32,000. City staff and ECN’s IT department worked together on solutions, which resulted in the purchase of 1 
Sunshine Boulevard and undertaking the fiber optic conduit project.  
 

ECN estimates the capital investment in the expansion project, which includes the building purchase and reno-
vations, to be approximately $750,000. The company also projects the creation of an additional 19 positions in-
cluding programmers, sales and customer representatives, and accounting personnel over the next 3 years.  
 

This example of cooperative public/private approach to economic development is one of the key economic de-
velopment initiatives in the City’s Strategic Economic Development Plan approved by the City Commission in 
2006.  
 

Once the renovations are completed, staff will arrange for a ribbon cutting event at the Emergency Communica-
tions Network new facilities at 1 Sunshine Boulevard. 

Economic Development 

Update - ECN Expansion 

Project 
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Sergeant Jim Davis 
 
Jim Davis, currently assigned to the Criminal In-
vestigation Division, will be transferred to the Pa-
trol Division as the first-line supervisor in charge 
of the afternoon patrol shift.  Jim was hired as a 
police officer in February of 1996 and assigned to 
the Patrol Division as a patrol officer.  He was 
assigned to the Criminal Investigation Division in 
May of 2000, serving as a Detective until his pro-
motion to Corporal in April of 2003.  Reassigned 
to the Patrol Division at the time of his promotion 
to Corporal, Jim served as a secondary supervi-
sor assigned to various shifts and patrol assign-
ments until being reassigned once again to the 
Criminal Investigation Division.  Jim has success-
fully worked numerous major-case investigations 
including homicides, car-jackings, armed robber-
ies, bank robberies, etc., throughout his tenure as 
an Investigator.  

Corporal Lisa Rosenthal 
 
Lisa Rosenthal, currently assigned as a Patrol Officer 
in the Patrol Division, was first hired as a Community 
Service Officer in January of 1996.  After completing 
the basic law enforcement academy in August of 
1998, Lisa was selected for the position of Police Of-
ficer and assigned to the Patrol Division as a road 
patrol officer.  Lisa was assigned to the Criminal In-
vestigation Division as an Investigator from Septem-
ber of 2001 through August of 2002, at which time 
she was selected for assignment as a K-9 officer.  
Lisa served in this position with her K-9 partner, Sa-
vannah, until Savannah's retirement in January of 
2009.  Lisa is considered an expert in DUI enforce-
ment and has won numerous awards and recognition 
for her achievements in this area, including CPAAA 
Officer of The Quarter (2000), IPTM's Traffic Officer 
of The Year Award (2001), MADD Law Enforcement 
Appreciation Award (2002), and Crime Stoppers Law 
Enforcement Officer of The Year Award (2005).  Lisa 
is also a DUI instructor, certified Bicycle Officer, and 
Field Training Officer.   

PD PROMOTIONS 
The Police Department is pleased to announce the promotions of Corporal Jim Davis to the rank of Police 
Sergeant and Officer Lisa Rosenthal to the rank of Police Corporal effective Sunday, February 20, 2011. 
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Tutoring Program  
at SONC 

In January, the Ormond Beach Police Athletic League “Tutors R Us” program began at the South Ormond 
Neighborhood Center (SONC).  The after school program is offered in partnership with the Department of 
Leisure Services to increase academic skills for youth in the areas of reading, math and FCAT prepara-
tion.   
 
Currently in its 10th year, the program provides one-on-one and small group tutoring for youths in elemen-
tary and middle school. Certified teaching instructors work with the youths on homework and provide addi-
tional instruction in areas of academic concern, such as reading.  In 2010, Ormond Beach PAL received a 
grant to replace computers in the learning lab at the SONC.  These computers can help the children to 
advance their learning skills to achieve academic success and build confidence. 
 
“Tutors R Us” is offered after school from 3:00 to 6:00 PM, Monday through Thursday.  In order to ensure 
individual attention, space is limited and offered on a first come first served basis.  Individuals interested in 

participating in the program should con-
tact OBPAL Athletic and Activities Spe-
cialist Avery Randolph at (386) 676-3505 
or (386) 676-3231. 

Bring Your Sweetheart 
to the Movies 

Here’s your chance to bring your sweetheart to the movies! Tonight is another “Movies on the Halifax” 
with the feature presentation of “Sleepless in Seattle”  beginning at 6:30pm. 
 
The movie stars Tom Hanks and Meg Ryan in a tale that begins with a recently widowed man’s son who 
calls a radio talk show in an attempt to find his father a wife. The story has many twists and turns until 
their meeting on Valentine’s Day. 
 
You are sure to be a big hit with your Valentine with this romantic comedy! We hope you can join us for a 
fun and relaxing evening in Rockefeller Gardens. More information is available by calling The Casements 
at (386) 676-3216. 
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Athletic Fields Prepped 
for Umpire School 

On a daily basis the Athletic Fields Maintenance staff has been busy maintaining the baseball fields to 
meet professional standards, as required by the umpire school. The six week school, annually run by 
Harry Wendelstedt, is currently taking place at the Wendelstedt fields at the Ormond Beach Sports Com-
plex. 

The Harry Wendelstedt Umpire School is once again hosting its annual camp at the Ormond Beach 
Sports Complex. This year’s six week camp is being held from January 2nd through February 6th, Mon-
day through Saturday, 10am to 5pm. There are 170 registered participants in the camp, along with 15-20 
professional umpires who instruct participants each day.  
 

Harry Wendelstedt also ran a “Local Clinic” during the last 3 Saturdays in January, where 40 to 50 par-
ticipants per day came out to improve their work. This clinic was offered free of charge for the local area 
umpires. 
 

In 1998, Harry Wendelstedt retired after 33 years as a National League Umpire.  He now resides in the 
Ormond Beach area and has dedicated himself to professional and amateur umpire training.  The three 
fields used for the school are also named after Mr. Wendelstedt, to recognize him for all that he has 
done for our community.  

Wendelstedt Umpire 
School  
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FCC Ministries presented a gospel music concert with the Triumphant Quartet at the Ormond Beach Per-
forming Arts Center on Friday, January 28th. The Triumphant Quartet is one of the most popular groups in 
gospel music today. They have toured throughout the United States with the Gaither family, and have 
achieved widespread notoriety for their unique vocal style. 
 
Featured along with the Triumphant Quartet, the Diplomat Quartet also 
performed to open the evening. The two groups entertained the audi-
ence with their  harmonies and good humor. It was an enjoyable eve-
ning for the many fans of gospel music who filled the auditorium for the 
concert. The Department of Leisure Services staff works with FCC 
Ministries to bring various high quality gospel groups to the Performing 
Arts Center throughout the year, with very favorable response by citi-
zens attending the shows! 

Outdoor Activities  
Enjoyed at Nova Park 

Area citizens are taking advantage of the recent warm weather by being outdoors at Nova Community 
Park, both during the week and on the weekends.  FitGyms continues to offer tennis lessons, personal 
training and FitMoms.  The park also offers racquetball courts, Magic Forest playground, tennis courts, 
pavilions, skate court and a fitness trail for folks of all ages to enjoy! 

 

Popular Gospel Quartet 
Performed at the PAC 
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“Sweetheart Tea” 
Fundraiser 

The Ormond Beach Garden Club presented their annual “Sweetheart Tea” this week at The Casements. 
The event is their major fundraiser for the year and all the members contributed to make this year a smash-
ing success! 

Several members displayed their centerpieces, table displays, wreaths and miniature centerpieces that 
were judged before the event opened to the public.  Nearly 350 guests ar-
rived between noon and 3:30pm to see the wonderful creations, shop the 
tables of collectibles, jewelry, handbags and plants, and of course, partake 
in the tea and sandwiches provided by the Club members. 

The Ormond Beach Garden Club has donated plants and garden plantings 
throughout the City of Ormond Beach. We appreciate their hard work and 
efforts to beautify our community. 

 

Time for Basketball 
at SONC! 

At the Department of Leisure Services South Ormond Neighborhood Center (SONC), it is a well-known 
fact that basketball is “king!” The recent warm winter weather has kept the outdoor courts full of basket-
ball players of all ages. In addition, the indoor courts have been utilized by the recreational teams as well 
as the public for gymnasium “open play.” 
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Maintenance 
Throughout the City 

The Facilities Maintenance staff has worked on several issues and projects throughout the City this week. 
Staff worked with Economy Electric Company to repair a short between DOT lights on Nova Road; irriga-
tion repairs were made at City Hall and they moved lighting fixtures in the Ormond Memorial Art Museum in 
preparation for the “Speed 2011” art display, which opened on January 28th. 
 

Additionally, as part of the tarpon public art project at Rockefeller Gardens, staff carved out coquina rock 
for the mounting of brass memorial plaques, which were placed at the pond. A dedication ceremony is soon 
to be scheduled upon completion of the project. 

Sun Shade at Fire   
Station Playground 

Damaged 
As a result of a recent storm with strong winds, the yellow sun shade cover at Fire Station #91’s play-
ground, located on A1A, was damaged and needed to be removed. Building Maintenance staff, with the 
help of Public Works urban forestry, removed the damaged shade. Staff is currently working with the 
manufacturer to replace the shade under warranty.  
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US1/Granada Blvd. Intersection & Roadway Improvements 
On Monday, February 7, 2011, the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) will begin in-
tersection improvements at US1 and Granada Blvd. (SR40).  This project will also include the 
milling and resurfacing of Granada Blvd. (SR40) from A1A to John Anderson Drive. 
 

P&S Paving, Inc., and its subcontractors, will be doing the work.  Weather permitting, the pro-
ject is expected to last approximately 6-7 months.  Lane closures will occur during construction; 
however, traffic will be maintained in each direction.  Nighttime paving will occur.  Motorists are 
advised to drive with caution, stay alert to lane shifts as well as to construction personnel and 
equipment in the vicinity.  Pedestrians should be aware of sidewalk closures.   
 

If you have any questions, or need additional information regarding this project, please contact 
Willie Allen, Resident Public Information Officer, FDOT, at (386) 943-5763.  
 

Left Turn Lane at Hull Road and US1 Construction 
On Monday, February 7, 2011, construction of a left turn lane on Hull Road at the intersection of 
US1 will begin.  This project includes the milling and resurfacing of the approach to the intersec-
tion.  The project will be completed by April 15, 2011.  There will be temporary lane closures dur-
ing construction.   
 

If you have any questions, or need additional information regarding this project, please contact 
the Engineering Division at 386-676-3269. 

 

Road Construction 
News 

 

Weekly Police Stats 
 Calls for Service -  1,210      Arrests –   22 

Citations Issued -  192 
   Reports Written -  117        Traffic Stops -  204 

                                          
 

  Weekly Fire Operations Stats 
 102 INCIDENTS 
 66 - EMS     6 - Motor Vehicle Accidents  
 3 -  Fires    3 -  Fire Alarms 

 21 - Public Assists     3 - Hazardous 
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Public Works in ACTION  

 

Sign Shop installation of  new weight limit sign 
on The Trails bridge  

Concrete crew installs a picnic table pad at 
Cassen Park. 
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Public Works in ACTION 
(continued)  

 

Stormdrain repairs and sidewalk replacement 
on Flamingo Dr. 

Urban Forestry crew trimming on Orchard St. 
between Lincoln and Sterthaus. 
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