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YLP  
Walk-A-Thon 

On Saturday, October 23, 2010, 
eleven Ormond Beach PAL Youth 
Leadership Program (YLP) members, 
Advisor Belinda Legut and volunteer 
Geneva Casteel put on their walking 
shoes and participated in this year’s 
Making Strides Against Breast Cancer 
Walk.   

 

R iver f ront 
Park be-
came a sea 
of pink in all 
forms.  For 
as far as 
one could 
see there 

were pink shirts, balloons, costumes 
and even a couple of dogs were col-
ored pink. 
 

The decision to participate in this 
worthwhile event was discussed at a 
previous YLP meeting where it was 
stressed the importance of supporting 
the American Cancer Society in help-
ing to make the community aware of 
the fight to find the cure.  YLP mem-
bers were excited and eager to learn 
more on healthy living, and how im-
portant knowledge is in helping to re-
duce the risks for breast cancer. 
 

Cancer knows no limitations and many 
YLP members already had family 
members or close friends who had 
been affected by breast cancer.  They 

wanted to be a part of honoring  can-
cer survivors, remembering loved 
ones and friends who had lost their 
battle and wanted to contribute to the 
education and awareness of breast 
cancer through this very successful 
event. 
 

Making Strides Against Breast Cancer 
Walk is not a race, but the race is on 
to find the cure before the battle is 
lost.  YLP members wanted to show 
their support and willingness to work 
toward the goal of a cure for this 
dreaded disease and walked in this 
event as a celebration of survivorship.  
They wanted to express hope to those 
fighting their own courageous battles 
against breast cancer and look for-
ward to participating next year in this 
event. 
 

Ormond Beach PAL YLP members 
encourage everyone to join them next 
year in bringing hope to others and 
learn how anyone can help spread the 
word for the need to be educated and 
the urgency of finding a cure. 

Inside this Issue  
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Fire Safety—Dry 
Conditions Persist 

The Keetch Byram Drought Index (KBDI) [an index from 0 (flood conditions) -800 (desert conditions)] for Volusia 
County is averaging nearly 600; therefore, the Fire Danger is very high due to soil moisture and conditions are easily 
conducive to the potential of wildfires. 
 

Summer 2010 was the second warmest on record for Florida.  Much of the wet season precipitation fell on the west-
ern portion of the Florida Peninsula while drought conditions developed along the state’s northern border and along 
the Atlantic coastline.  Overall, this year’s hurricane season has been above average in activity, but Florida has not 
had any major impacts this season beyond some heavy rain, though one month still remains in hurricane season. 
  
Without a tropical storm, the greatest chances of rain will come from strong frontal systems from the north as we 
transition to the dry season.  As winter arrives, the La Niña will exert more influence over Florida which typically re-
sults in abnormally warm and dry winters.  While other factors can impact the chances of rain, below normal precipi-
tation is expected for the late fall and early winter; and, therefore, the potential for fire will be above normal.  
 

According to the Division of Forestry, Florida ranks number two in the nation for the highest number of wildfires.  For 
homeowners, the most vulnerable locations are the roof and in the area immediately surrounding the home.   
 

Protect your home: 
 Design and landscape your home with wildfire safety in mind. Allow a 30-foot buffer of non-combustible material 
around your home. 
 Eliminate any flammable vegetation in contact with the home. 
 Use non-combustible materials on the roof and regularly clean the roof and gutters. 
 Eliminate “ladder fuels” near the structure that might carry a surface fire to the roof or eaves. 
 Rake leaves and dead limbs and twigs. Clear all flammable vegetation. 
 Have a garden hose long enough to reach any area of your home and property. 
 Thin out trees and shrubs so there is 10 to 15 feet between the tree crowns. Prune tree limbs to a height of six to 

10 feet.  
 Replace highly-flammable landscape material with plant materials with higher water content.  
 Replace flammable mulch adjacent to the structure with gravel or rock.  
 Teach family members how to use a fire extinguisher. Install and regularly test smoke detectors. 
 Inspect chimneys twice a year and clean them once a year. 
 

Safety tips during this dry season include:   
 Do not discard cigarettes from moving vehicles.  Use ashtrays and properly extinguish and dispose of your ciga-

rettes.  Do not discard cigarettes on vegetative areas as they may not be properly extinguished and can easily 
reignite.   

 When pulling off the side of the road stay off dry grass areas. 
 Do not operate all-terrain vehicles on dry vegetation areas. 
 Check lawnmowers and other equipment for properly working spark arresters. 
 Properly extinguish fires when cooking outdoors and never leave fires unattended. 
 Practice fire safety with your family. If you see a suspicious fire or smoke, call 911.  
 Clearly mark all driveway entrances with name and address. 
 Plan several escape routes away from your home by car and on foot. 
 

If a brush fire threatens: 
 Listen to the news media or your NOAA Weather Alert radio for Civil Emergency Messages. 
 Prepare your family, pets, and supplies in case you have to evacuate. 
 If told to evacuate, DO SO IMMEDIATELY. 
 Tell someone you are leaving and where you are going. 
 If evacuating, drive a route away from fire hazards and listen to public safety officials.   
  
The City does not allow any open burning, but does allow grills, outdoor fireplaces, kilns, ovens or similarly approved 
devices.  
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Congressman Mica  
Visits PAL Youth 

Members of the OBPAL Youth Directors Council had the opportunity to meet with Congressman 
John Mica on Tuesday, October 26th, at the South Ormond Neighborhood Center.  Congressman 
Mica’s visit was a component of the National Police Athletic League Youth Leadership Grant re-
ceived by OBPAL. The grant provides opportunities for community members to meet with YDC 
youths and share the importance of their career or organization in the community. 
 
Congressman Mica spoke with YDC members about the elements of congress and the differences 
between city, state and national governmental 
positions. Youths gained insight into the impor-
tance of making good choices at all times and 
how the choices made today can impact their 
future. The importance of setting goals and 
working hard to attain your goals was shared 
as youth asked questions about careers in gov-
ernment. When Congressman Mica was asked 
how he became a Congressman; he replied, “In 
this country, remember, you can become any-
thing you want to be if you are willing to work 
for it.” 

Mayor’s Farewell  
Reception 

A farewell reception in honor of Mayor Fred Costello was held in the City Hall atrium on Tues-
day, October 19th.  Fruit punch and cookies were served prior to the City Commission meeting. 
Although it was bittersweet, many of his friends, family and supporters attended to wish him all 
the best in the future. The Department of Leisure Services Community Events staff handled 
preparations for the reception by setting up tables and providing refreshments.  
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Gymnastics classes are growing as the session progresses and the students’ skills continue to im-
prove. Students have been telling their friends about how much fun they are having in classes, and 
additional students are joining as a result. This week, the focus is on beam and floor, and next week 
will be bars and vault.  

 

Coach George Postell has recently visited several local schools and colleges to explain the programs 
offered at the Department of Leisure Services Gymnastics Center.  

Challenger Soccer  
Season Ends 

Challenger Soccer had its last practice for the season on Tuesday at the Nova Community park. 
Throughout the season, the participants enjoyed the drills that gave them the ability to develop their 
skills for games at the end of each practice.  Volunteers assisted with each practice, giving each partici-
pant who has a disability additional coaching to make the big plays.  Challenger Soccer has been of-
fered each fall for the past four years by the City of Ormond Beach Leisure Services Department, Spe-
cial Populations Division.  

Gymnastics  
Center 
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SONC Activity 
Although the center's gymnasium is still under construction, activity at the Department of Leisure Ser-
vices South Ormond Neighborhood Center is staying quite busy. Pop Warner football practices, open 
weight room, basketball courts, rentals and the unseasonably warm weather have kept the park and 
center jumping. Finishing touches are being placed on the softball field renovation project, including 
new clay and a new scoreboard. Things are shaping up nicely as we anticipate the upcoming opening 
of the gymnasium for the start of  basketball season!    

Senior  
Games 

The Ormond Beach Senior Games are in full swing! Friday, October 22nd began the “Kickoff Celebration” 
in the Ormond Beach Senior Center. Over 260 athletes arrived to receive their package of information and 
official shirt. A cookout of hotdogs and other donated food and beverages were enjoyed by many of the 
participants, sponsors and City representatives. Saturday’s events included 5K race/walk, basketball 
shooting and billiards. Power lifting was the event on Sunday.  An early morning beach walk and croquet 
in the afternoon took place Monday. We wish all the athletes the best of luck and enjoy the games! The 
Senior Games will run through October 31st. 
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Motown & Mo 

Performs 
On Friday October 22nd, and Saturday, October 23rd, City Lights presented the 14th annual performance of 
Motown and Mo. The show featured an all volunteer cast  performing a wide variety of hit songs from the mu-
sical styles of Motown, as well as rhythm and blues, and soul. 
 

This show has delighted audiences at the Ormond Beach Performing Arts Center for many years, and this 
year’s show was no exception. The show features favorite songs including the oldies and contemporary hits.  
It is a show the Department of Leisure Services is glad to offer, and one the whole family can come to the 
theater and enjoy! 

Seabreeze students from the Exceptional Student Education program visit Nova Community Center each 
week as volunteers to clean exercise equipment, the game room equipment and windows.  They also 
spend time on the grounds picking up trash, along with other duties as assigned by their teachers and 
coaches.  Nova Community Center and Seabreeze High School began their partnership in the fall of 
2009.  The partnership benefits the students by giving them opportunities to practice job skills for future 
employment.  Nova Community Park and Center benefit from the partnership as well through the excel-
lent work that they do! 

Seabreeze ESE  
Students Volunteer 
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The Casements welcomed thirteen Echo Rangers and their families for a visit of the home and a photo frame pro-
ject.  Each ranger got their picture taken in front of The Casements before the tour began. The photos were printed 
and given to them at the end of the tour so they could create a lasting photo memory of their visit to John D. Rocke-
feller’s winter home.  While there, the Rangers worked with their parents on a craft project which included a money 
design border and shiny dime embellishments.  We are anxious for the next Echo Rangers visit that will take place 
in January! 

Preparation for 
Rockefeller Revisited 

The Casements staff has been busy getting the home set up for  “Rockefeller Revisited,” an alter-
native Halloween program for children of all ages. 

The night will begin as guests arrive at the home and are greeted with chamber music performed 
by “Opus 5.” Light refreshments will be served out under the porte-cochere as the guests await 
their turn for the candle light tour. 

Guests will be greeted at the door by Lillian, one of Mr. Rockefeller’s maids who is more curious 
to see the guests than to do her chores. She agrees to take the 
early arrivers through the home before Mr. Rockefeller arrives 
for the party. On their tour, guests will encounter several of the 
famous guests who once visited the home during Mr. Rockefel-
ler’s time. 

The night should be fun and full of surprises!  We hope you can 
join us on Saturday, October 30th from 7pm to 9pm. $3.00 adult; 
children are free. 

 

Echo Rangers Visit 
The Casements 
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Casements 
Book! 

The Casements welcomed author Alice Howell as she presented the first copy of her newest book, “John D. 
Rockefeller, His Life and Times in Ormond, Florida,” to Mayor Fred Costello. 

Alice’s presentation was attended by many friends of The Casements, Guild members and residents. The 
afternoon concluded with a book signing and refreshments. 

Alice was a Guild member in 2004/2005 and saw the need for something more for visitors to take with them 
from their visit to the historic home. We appreciate her efforts to make The Casements book a reality. 

On Friday, November 5, at 7:00 p.m., the City’s Leisure Services Department and The Casements Guild will 
present “The Wizard of Oz” in Rockefeller Gardens.  Refreshments will be available for purchase.  Come out 
and enjoy the movies with your friends and family!  Move Rating:  “The Wizard of Oz” is a G rated movie and 
contains nothing that would offend parents for viewing by their children. 

Movies on the Halifax 
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Weekly Police Stats 
 Calls for Service -  1,114      Arrests –   16 

Citations Issued -  120 
   Reports Written -  100        Traffic Stops -  144 

                                          
 

  Weekly Fire Operations Stats 
 107 INCIDENTS 
 57 - EMS     10 - Motor Vehicle Accidents  
 5 -  Fires    10 -  Fire Alarms 

 22 - Public Assists     3 - Hazardous 
 

The 
Casements 

Closure 
 

On Friday,  
November 12,  
beginning at 

noon,  
The Casements 

will be closed for 
a private  
reception.   

The Casements 
will reopen on 

Saturday,  
November 13, on 

its regular  
schedule. 

 

Restoration 
Work 

At Memorial Gardens, some minor renovations were 
needed due to the effects of age and weather. The Facili-
ties Maintenance Department restored the memorial 
plaque next to the peacock fountain back to its original 
luster by removing, cleaning and clear-coating the 
plaque. They also  replaced deteriorating wood on sev-
eral park benches in the gardens.  
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Public Works in ACTION  

 

Maintenance crews trim and edge sidewalk 
on Nova Road. 

Concrete crew prepares area for concrete pad 
installation at Public Works for pipe storage. 
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Public Works in ACTION 
(continued)  

 

Urban Forestry trimming around light pole at  
Fortunato Park. 

Stormwater crews replacing corrugated metal 
pipe on Fleming Ave. 
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Public Works in ACTION 
(continued)  

 

Sign Shop installing sign on Orchard St. 

Concrete crew utility cut on Stratford Place 
and grinding at the Nova Racquetball Courts 


