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A G E N D A  

ORMOND BEACH PLANNING BOARD 

Workshop 

August 23, 2010   6:00 PM 

City Commission Chambers 
22 South Beach Street 
Ormond Beach, FL 

 
PURSUANT TO SECTION 286.0105, FLORIDA STATUTES, IF ANY PERSON DECIDES TO `APPEAL ANY DECISION MADE BY THE 
PLANNING BOARD WITH RESPECT TO ANY MATTER CONSIDERED AT THIS PUBLIC MEETING, THAT PERSON WILL NEED A 
RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS AND FOR SUCH PURPOSE, SAID PERSON MAY NEED TO ENSURE THAT A VERBATIM 
RECORD OF THE PROCEEDING IS MADE, INCLUDING THE TESTIMONY AND EVIDENCE UPON WHICH THE APPEAL IS TO BE 
BASED. 

 
PERSONS WITH A DISABILITY, SUCH AS A VISION, HEARING OR SPEECH IMPAIRMENT, OR PERSONS NEEDING OTHER 
TYPES OF ASSISTANCE, AND WHO WISH TO ATTEND CITY COMMISSION MEETINGS OR ANY OTHER BOARD OR COMMITTEE 
MEETING MAY CONTACT THE CITY CLERK IN WRITING, OR MAY CALL 677-0311 FOR INFORMATION REGARDING AVAILABLE 
AIDS AND SERVICES. 

 

I. ROLL CALL  

II. WORKSHOP DISCUSSION:    Electronic Signage 

III. MEMBER COMMENTS 

IV. ADJOURNMENT       
 

 

 

 



 

CITY OF ORMOND BEACH 
FLORIDA 

PLANNING     M E M O R A N D U M 

TO: Planning Board Members 
 

FROM: Steven Spraker, AICP, Senior Planner 

DATE: August 18, 2010 

SUBJECT: Planning Board Workshop – August 23, 2010 

 
Attached is a document designed to assist Planning Board members prepare for the 
Planning Board workshop at 6 p.m. on Monday, August 23, 2010 in the City 
Commission chambers regarding electronic signage.    
If you desire any of the previous information listed below regarding electronic signage, 
please contact me at 676-3341 or by e-mail at spraker@ormondbeach.org.  Thank you 
 

Planning Board Electronic Sign Discussion Item December 11, 2008 

Planning Board Sign Article Discussion Item December 10, 2009 

Planning Board Sign Article, Land Development Code 
Amendment 

January 14, 2010 

City Commission, 1st Reading, Sign Article March 2, 2010 

City Commission, 2nd Reading  March 16, 2010 

City Commission Electronic Changeable Copy Signage 
Discussion Item & Presentation 

May 18, 2010 

Planning Board, LDC Amendment, continued June 10, 2010 

Planning Board Discussion, City Attorney Memorandum August 12, 2010 

 

mailto:spraker@ormondbeach.org


Electronic Signage Decision Tree Matrix 
 
Section 1:  To allow or not to allow electronic signs? 
# Questions Definition of Sign Yes   No 

1. Do you support the use of Electronic Changeable Copy (ECC) signs under 
certain conditions in the City of Ormond Beach? 

ECC sign:  Text only electronic display with no 
animation, video, scrolling, flashing or any type of 
movement.  Rate of change can be regulated by 
Ordinance. The Trails Shopping Center sign is an 
example of an ECC sign.   

  

2.   Do you support the use of Electronic Graphic Display (EGD) signs under certain 
conditions in the City of Ormond Beach? 

EGD sign:  Electronic display with static graphic, with or 
without text.     

3. Do you support the use of Video Display signs under certain conditions in the City 
of Ormond Beach? 

Video display:  Electronic display with moving picture(s) 
and animation, with or without text.   

 
Section 2:  Where to allow electronic signs by zoning districts? 

# Potential Zoning 
Districts  

Primary Uses General Location 
Allowed in June 

2010 Draft 
Ordinance 

Yes No 

1. B-1 (Professional 
Office/Hospital) Office, Multi-family, medical uses, institutional. Sterthaus Drive area, North Nova Road, Booth 

Road, and Granada Blvd., north of Nova Road. No.   

2.   B-9 (Boulevard) Office, Multi-family, medical uses, institutional. Granada Boulevard, Orchard Street to Nova 
Road. No.   

3. B-10 (Suburban Boulevard) Office, Multi-family, medical uses, institutional. Granada Boulevard, west of Nova Road and 
Hand Avenue, west of Nova Road. No.   

4. B-4 (Central Business) Retail, office, restaurants, commercial use. Granada Boulevard, from SR A1A to Orchard 
Street (Downtown CRA) and along South US1. 

Portion.  The 
Downtown CRA 
was prohibited. 

  

5. B-5 (Service Commercial) Retail, heavy commercial such as vehicle repair, 
limited storage.  

South Yonge Street, including around Division 
and Hand Avenue, scattered along north US1. 

Yes. Prohibition 
within 200’ of 

residential uses. 
  

6. B-6 (Oceanfront Tourist 
Commercial) 

Single-family residential, multi-family, transient 
lodging along east side of SR A1A. 

Along east side of South Atlantic Avenue and 
1000 block of Oceanshore Boulevard. 

Yes.  Prohibition 
within 200’ of 

residential uses. 
  

7. B-7 (Highway Tourist 
Commercial) Retail, office, restaurants, transient lodging. 

Along west side of SR A1A, around I-95 
interchange, including Interchange Boulevard, 
and proposed along North US1 and I-95. 

Yes. Prohibition 
within 200’ of 

residential uses. 
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Section 2:  Where to allow electronic signs by zoning districts (continued)? 

# Potential Zoning 
Districts 

Primary Uses General Location 
Allowed in June 

2010 Draft 
Ordinance 

Yes No 

8. B-8 (Commercial)  Shopping centers, retail, office, restaurants, 
general commercial. 

Along US1, Nova Road, Williamson Boulevard 
and south side of Granada Boulevard, from 
Clyde Morris Boulevard to Williamson 
Boulevard. 

Yes. Prohibition 
within 200’ of 

residential uses and 
along Granada 

Boulevard. 

  

9. PBD (Commercial land use)  Retail, shopping centers, office, restaurants. 

Scattered throughout City and include Wal-Mart, 
Amaral Plaza, Nova Shoppes, Ormond Town 
Square, Granada Plaza, and the Trails 
Shopping Center. 

Yes. Prohibition 
within 200’ of 

residential uses and 
along Granada 

Boulevard. 

  

10. PBD (Office land use) Office, negotiated retail. 
Scattered throughout City and include Tuscany 
Plaza, Granada Grande, Hand Avenue Center, 
and 1425 Hand Avenue. 

No.   

11. I-1 (Light Industrial) Storage, manufacturing and light industrial uses. Airport Business Park, North US1, along 
Orchard Street. No.   

 
 
Section 3:  Where to allow electronic signs – uses?  
# 

Uses Notes Allowed in June 2010 
Draft Ordinance 

Yes No 

1. 
Shopping Centers or multi-tenant uses, greater 
than a certain number of tenants (for example – 
10) and a certain minimum square footage (for 
example 30,000 square feet). 

Electronic signs could be limited to large shopping centers of a certain number of 
tenants and square footage of building.  These centers typically have multiple tenants 
competing for limited site signage.  This could reduce the overall number of signs, 
reduce the need for temporary signage, and reduce the use of small tenant panel 
signs. 

Yes, in B-7, B-8 and PBD 
with commercial land uses.  
This restriction could further 
narrow the scope of 
electronic signs. 

  

2.   Houses of Worship. 
It has been stated by several churches that electronic signage would improve the 
communication of non-commercial messages related to the multiple uses of houses of 
worship, including church functions, schools, pre-schools, and community events. 

Yes, within B-4,B-5, B-7, 
B-8 and along Granada 
Boulevard, Nova Road, and 
US1 

  

3. Governmental Uses. 
Electronic signs can provide a method to communicate community information 
regarding a wide range of topics including public meetings, recreational activities, and 
public safety. 

Yes.   

4 Theaters, Performing Arts Centers, Recreation 
complexes. 

Electronic signs can provide information on performances and show information, for 
facilities such as the Ormond Beach Performing Arts Center. 

Yes, if owned by 
governmental agency.   
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Section 4:  Where to prohibit electronic signs? 

# Potential prohibitions on electronic signs. 
Prohibited in June 

2010 Draft 
Ordinance 

Question/Comments Yes No 

Is 200’ an adequate distance from 
residential uses?  If not, what is an 
appropriate distance? 

  

Should non-conforming single-family 
houses in commercial districts be included?   1. In single family residential areas and within a certain distance from these areas (for 

example -200 feet). 
200’ distance was 
proposed. 

Should the distance be measured as any 
part of the single-family house lot to the 
sign? 

  

2.   Community Redevelopment Area (CRA). Yes 

Should CRA area be prohibited?  
Redevelopment plan moves away from site 
signage and encourages buildings close to 
the front property line. 

  

3. Granada Boulevard. Yes, except of Houses 
of Worship. Should Granada Boulevard be prohibited?   

4 Limit 1 electronic sign per property? No Would reduce to number of potential 
electronic signs.   

5. Establish a separation distance between electronic signs? No Would reduce to number of potential 
electronic signs.   

 
Section 5:  Capability of electronic signs? 

# Capability of ECC sign Allow – Yes Do not allow – No  Allowed in June 2010 
Draft Ordinance 

1. Text Only    Yes. 
2. Flashing   No. 
3. Blinking   No. 
4. Pulsing   No. 
5. Spinning   No. 
6. Rotating   No. 
7 Scrolling   No. 
8. Video    No. 
9. Animation   No. 
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Section 6:  Rate of Change? 
# Rate of Change June 2010 Draft Ordinance Notes Recommendation 

1. At what rate should electronic signs be permitted to 
change? 

Houses of Worship:  Once per every 60 minutes.  
All other uses:  Once per every 12 hours. 

Recommended that the rate 
of change be the same 
throughout all electronic 
signs allowed 

Permitted rate of change  ______________ 

 

Section 7:  Maximum Display Area? 
# Maximum Display Area June 2010 Draft Ordinance Question/Comments Yes No 

Governmental Agencies:  100% or less of the 
permitted total sign area. 

Differing standards for governmental 
signage.  Should this be reduced to 50%?      

1 

The maximum display area establishes the maximum 
square footage for electronic signs.  The current 
maximum size for monument sign is 64 square feet and 
120 square feet for pole signs.  The square footage is 
directly related to the parcel size, which would require 
236 linear feet for the maximum monument sign and 600 
linear feet for the maximum pole sign. 

All other uses:  50% or less of the permitted total 
sign area.  

Recommend percentage allowed for 
electronic signage? 
 
   _____________ 

  

Section 8: Sharpness of Electronic Signage? 

# Pixel Size – Sharpness of Electronic Image June 2010 Draft Ordinance Question/Comments Recommendation 

1 

The screen resolution is determined by the number of 
pixels contained in the area of the electronic display.  
The general standard today is a pixel spacing of 20 
millimeters or less.  A sign contractor stated that an ECC 
sign with pixel spacing of 16 millimeters or less is 30% 
more expensive than a sign with a pixel spacing of 20 
millimeters or less.  If animation is allowed as an option, 
staff would recommend requiring the higher resolution of 
the pixel spacing of 16 millimeters or less. 

The pixel spacing  of the electronic changeable 
copy signage display screen shall be 20 
millimeters or less. 

20 millimeter pixel space is sharp image 
for static text only.  If other capabilities are 
permitted, may want to consider lowering 
the pixel spacing, making the image 
sharper.   

Recommended pixel spacing? 
 
 _________________.   
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Section 9: Font/Text Characteristics? 

# Font/Text Characteristics June 2010 Draft 
Ordinance 

Question/Comments Recommendation 

1 Font Size - see graphic below  (Source:  
Daktronics Digital Display Solutions, 2009 catalog) Did not address. 

Should Ordinance mandate a certain font size?  One concern is that 
each individual sign and location will be different based on the 
allowable area of the electronic sign and the roadway it abuts.   

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Font Color Did not address. Should the Ordinance regulate the font color?     
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3. Text Limit Did not address. 

Should the Ordinance provide a limitation on the amount of text 
provided within the electronic sign?  One could argue that the business 
owner and sign operator would find the most readable combination of 
font color and text to best advertise the subject businesses. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Electronic Signage Decision Tr
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Section 10: Brightness of Electronic Signage? 

# Brightness of Electronic Signage June 2010 Draft Ordinance Question/Comments Yes No 

1. Any Ordinance would need to establish a maximum 
brightness of allowed electronic signage.   

The maximum light emanation from an electronic 
changeable copy sign shall be no greater than 0.3 
foot-candles, measured 200 feet from the sign. 

Two options for measurements: 
1.  Illuminance -amount of light 
intercepting an object at a given distance 
from a light source and measured in 
footcandles.  Footcandle meter is 
inexpensive and commonly available - 
preferred alternative. 
2.  Luminance- absolute measure of 
amount of brightness that is being emitted 
from a light source and is usually 
measured in candelas per square meter, 
also know as “nits”.  Luminance measured 
by “nit gun” and are expensive and difficult 
to procure. 
Use the “footcandles standard” to 
measure brightness? 

  

2. Require automatic dimmers.   Every electronic changeable copy sign shall be 
equipped with an automatic dimmer device. Should dimmers be required?   
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